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Abstract

The subject of orientalism is not a private project, but it is a

cooperating establishment according to the different countries to
which these orientalists belong, according to the different languages
they are speaking , and according to the different policies of the
states to which they belong .
The establishment is still characterized-behaind that-with fixed
features in its treatment with the Islamic heritage . This is obyious in
the American orientalism which is an extension of the European
orientalism in all of its aspects, divisions and directions, due to its
scientific prospects, colonialism and missionary expeditions.
Although of the bloody wars which were initiated on the new world
land among European states, they did not affect the unified point of
view towards the East, especially the subject of the honest prophetic
biography. Muslims from Arab origin are the centre of the studies of
the European and American Orientalists the same.

The American orientalism was coming later on after the European
orientalism due to the novelty of the American history or the rise of
the European colonies in America; then, the brith of United States,
and the depending of the American orientalism at the beginning on
the European heritage, all of its literature and the ideas that
accompanied it, the conceptions, and the imaginations towards
Arabic and Islamic East, its heritage, its human being, its culture.

That literature which has accumulated since medieval centuries
and through competition and military struggles, but that did not
prevent the United states to attract much of the European orientalists
with their different nationalities to work in the field of the American
orientalism which has had the first place in the orientalist
conferences especially after the second world war when the middle
east arouse as a region of strategic and economic importance in the
political considerations.

No collision or contrast tookplace between the European and
American orientalism, but the second was in integration with the
first, and this is obvious in the opinions, ideas, and the conceptions of
the European and American orientalists.

For example, we find that Irving in his book The life of Mahomet
confirms that the prophet was not looking for wealth, prestige,



honour, and supremacy because head really all of these
specifications. He said : nothing remains but the belief in daydream.
We find that the French orientalist depends on the same analysis.
Montgomery Watt followed them in this opinion as he wrote in his
book Mahomet in micca, he said : Mahomet was true because he
imagined that he was sent as a prophet, he carried a massage and he
was inspired. Not only that but they agreed in all the subjects by
which they concentrated on the marriage of the prophet and took
divinity from Christianity and Judaism and that he was influenced
by Bahira the monk. So , it seemed that the unified point of view was
a question on which the orientalists did not differ. That question
facilitated the movement of European to America, then it was
established several centers for research and study under the
administration of the European orientalists who interested in the
same subject. They had the same discourse language. This unified
point of view emerged from the unified cultural background.

In the light of the previous notes, the American orientalism is
considered as the extention of the European orientalism and a stage
in its developing stages. The contemporary orientalism is considered
as a final resultant for the reaction between these tow orientalism.
Embodied this reaction between these two orientalism. He depended
on the European orientalists to be aware of the Arabic and Islamic
heritage, as well as, he got benefit from the European references in
his writing about the prophet biography.

The most important point in the modern American orientalism is

the movement from the interest in the traditional subjects about
Islam to the subjects and studies which is related to the political,
religious, economic, and social reality of the eastern peoples.
This dangerous change indicates to the absence of the traditional
centres of orientalism and the emergence of what is called the
centres of regional character which interests in the political and
economic affairs of the middle East countries or just one country.
They are called regional or territorial studies and this is an American
orientation because American does not have a huge traditional
orientalist heritage so that the American orientalism can be called as
a contemporary orientalism.
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