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Abstract

Since centuries, the oriental studies centered on two significant
subjects of the East: the first is the Holy biography of the Prophet
(poh) and the second is the Holy Qura’n as the Muslims’ first book.
The oriental mentality has produced so many publications on these
two subjects, yet they did not represent the limits of the oriental
thought.

Because this cogitation does not always coincides with so many
points of the Islamic thinking, the researcher decided to investigate
the orientalists’ points of view especially those related to the history
of the Holy Qura’n in order to explain the oriental thinking, on the
one hand and to reject the suspicions and refute the accusations
raised by those orientalists.

The thesis is entitled “The Oriental Studies of the Holy Qura’n:
a Study of the History of the Qura’n, Its Revelation, Recording and
Collecting It”.

The study has been divided into four chapters and a conclusion.
The first chapter deals with the historical development of the
relationship between orientalisation and the Holy Qura’n. It tries to
go back to the origins of such development beginning with the first
point of view of the West to the East. Then the first contact between
between the two worlds occurred. This contact was cultural before
being military. This chapter also includes the Catholic Church’s
stand from Islam and the beginning of the oriental work and the
great oriental tendency to translating and studying the Holy Qura’n.

The second chapter is entitled “the Revelation of the Holy
Qura’n in the Oriental Perspective”. It deals with the oriental points

of view of the Mohammedan revelation and the chronological
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sequence of the revelation of the Holy Qura’n and the significance it
represents for the orientalists who tried to express their theories in
the rearrangement of the Qura’nic Suras based on various thoughts.
The chapter shows in detail the theory of Teodor Noldaga and the
English orientalist Edward Cell. It, moreover, investigates the
relationship between the Qura’nic text and the Biblical text from an
oriental perspective.

The third chapter came to be entitled “Collecting and Recording
the Holy Qura’n during the time of the Prophet (poh) and the
Rashidi Caliphate from an oriental perspective”. The researcher tries
in this chapter to seek the fact of the Prophet (poh) in collecting and
recording the Holy Qura’n and the orientalists’ opinions in this
regard.

The last chapter is concerned with the orientalists’ accusations
against the Qura’nic text. To reveal such accusations, the researcher
consulted the most Islamic references in an attempt to refute these
accusations and to explicate the ambiguous points that were
considered to be shortcomings in the Qura’nic text.

Detailed conclusion, recommendations, and suggestions have

been finally issued.
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